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MINOLTA 


WHAT IS 
SO SPECIAL 


ABOUT THIS COPIER? 


The Minolta 4507 is the only copier which 
has ZOOM REDUCTION AND ENLARGEMENT 
and it can be easily programed to any 
scale you choose. This is a great benefit in 
a profession which involves sizing of visual 
materials. Zoom reduction and enlargement 
together with Minoltas quality makes the 
450, not just an office copier, but a valuable 
graphics, design and drawing tool. 


Des Mana dei cae M SALES 
Fosses COMPANY 


Here are some examples of how the Minolta 

450Z can save you time and money: 

e Use repro or overlay drafting techniques 
and instantly copy to the exact size 
you want, 

e Take standard details, such as doors, 
windows and millwork, and then size them 
to scale. 

e Enlarge letters or graphics up to 11 x 17. 

@ Reduce or enlarge floor plans or 
elevations for use in repetitive drawing 
requirements, such as site plans. 


These are only a few of the ways you 

can utilize the 450Z, it is only limited by 
your imagination. 

We do not ask you to take time to consider 
every new product that we sell. We would 
like, however, to make you aware of the 
"NEW CAMERA COPIER”, The MINOLTA 
450Z. 


Doesn't it make good sense to see the 
Minolta 4502? This is not an ordinary office 
copier, but a “CAMERA COPIER” that will 
save you hours of drafting time, which 
translates into “PROFIT”. 


OFFICE 
ENTERPRISES One-Twenty Eight 


mu econd Avenue, South West 
BBE Cedar Rapids, lowa 52404 
mama (319) 364-8176 
mmmm WATS 800-332-8157 


The Mercer Area High School, Mercer, PA 
Roofing Contractor: J.A. Burns & Sons, Mercer, PA 


Carlisle introduces America's first mechanically attached 
single-ply roof that doesn't penetrate the membrane. 


It's here...M.A.R.S. Design NP™ (Me- 
chanically Attached Roofing System— 
Non-Penetrating). This is the ultimate 
single-ply roof system, combining the 
lightweight advantage of adhered sys- 
tems with the low cost holding power 
of ballasted systems. But with a plus! It 
also offers the economical advantage 
of mechanically attached systems 
without penetrating the membrane! 
Used in Europe for nearly a decade, 
this innovative system will save you 
time, money, materials and weight. 


Fast, easy installation. 

Carlisle's performance-proven Sure- 
Seal™ membrane is held in place by 
simple three-part assemblies. These 
are a snap to install...as easy as one, 
two, three. No special equipment. Even 
in marginal weather. A small crew of 
Carlisle approved applicators can in- 
stall an entire roof in record time. 


1 Roll membrane over 
knobbed base plate. 


Flexible design. 

Goes right over failing built-up roofs 
and those that can't support much 
weight. The system fastens to most 
substrates and can even be moved to 
another location. 


Best of all, its from Carlisle. 
Trust Carlisle to bring you the best and 
most innovative roofing systems. We 


Sure-Seal, M.A.R.S. Design NP and Carlisle are trademarks of Carlisle Corporation. 
M.A.R.S. Design NP Patent Pending. ©1983 Carlisle Corporation 


STETSON BUILDING PRODUCTS 


Des Moines, lowa 510 SW 9th 515/243-6286 
Rock Island, Illinois 619 11th Street 309/788-8412 


Roll and snap on white 
retainer clip. 


Snap and screw on 
threaded black cap. 


promise single-source responsibility, 
trained professional applicators and 
over 20 years experience. Best of all, 
we offer a watertight warranty of up to 
15 years. 

For more information on our snap- 
on roof, call toll-free, (800) 233-0551, 
in PA (800) 932-4626. Call today, this is 
one snap decision your roof...and 
budget...will never regret! 


The roof that’s requested by name 


Carlisle SynTec Systems 


Division of Carlisle Corporation, P.O. Box 7000, Carlisle, PA 17013 


EVERY 
ARCHITECT 
HOULD 
KNOW THIS. 


WE ARE A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


FEATURING 


Quality Face Brick 


lronspot Earth Tones 
(Numerous colors and sizes) 


Structural Glazed Facing Tile 
Floor Brick 
Interlocking “T” Pavers 


Matching Brick, Pavers and Ceramic Tile 
Glazed Brick 
Cleaners and Sealers 
Mortar Colors 
Clay Roofing Tile 
Ass Fireplaces 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL COLLECT. 
OUR REPRESENTATIVES WILL BE GLAD TO CALL ON YOU WITH SAMPLES. 


United Brick and Tile Sioux City Brick and Tile 


515/244-3264 712/258-6571 


2 IOWA ARCHITECT 


Editor 
Kirk von Blunck, AIA 


Editorial Staff 
Edward Soenke, AIA 
H. Ronald Walker, AIA 
Bryan Shiffler, AIA 
Mark Schmidt, AIA 
Robert Olson, AIA 


Dave Sanders, AIA Associate 


William Anderson, AIA 


Publisher 
Connie Wilson Design 


Contributor 
Tom Holtz 


lowa Chapter 
American Institute 
of Architects 


Executive Director 
Kate Campbell 


President 
Kenneth Carpenter, AIA 
Ames 


President Elect/ 

1st Vice President 
Thomas Waggoner, AIA 
Mason City 


2nd Vice President 
Calvin Lewis, AIA 
Des Moines 


Secretary 
Steven Gray, AIA 
West Des Moines 


Treasurer 
Douglas Sires, AIA 
Des Moines 


Directors 
Sidney Robinson, AIA 
Ames 


Richard W. Pattschull, AIA 
lowa City 


Judith McClure, AIA 
Des Moines 


Past President 
Gordon Mills, AIA 
Dubuque 


Des Moines Architects 
Council President 
Scott Hatfield, AIA 

West Des Moines 


Cedar Rapids/lowa City 
Architects Council 
President 

Allen Varney, Ill, AIA 
lowa City 


Eastern lowa Section 
President 

Donald Smith, AIA 
Davenport 


Northwest lowa 
Architects Council 
President 

Edward Storm, AIA 
Sioux City 


Contents 


Iowa Architect 


VOLUME 1 NUMBER 3 


Cover 
Campus architecture in lowa repre- 
sents over $100 million in significant, 
widely varied design work in the next 
8 years. Graphic by Connie Wilson. 


Portfolio 13 
Different By Design 15 
Jensen Hall of Music, Luther College 16 
Decorah, lowa 

Blades Hall - Steffens Arcade 18 
University of Dubuque 

The Campus Plan. 22 
What Will It Look Like? 

lowa State University Library 24 
An Evolving Facility 

Social Structure 28 
Davenports Civic Activities Center Has Human Values 

Desoto Wildlife Refuge 32 
New Products 35 
Journal 37 
Advertisers Directory 41 


The lowa Architect is the official publication of the lowa Chapter. American Institute of Architects. It is published bi- 
monthly by Connie Wilson Design, 733 19th Street, Des Moines, lowa 50314. EDITORIAL OFFICES: IOWA ARCHITECT, 
lowa Chapter AIA, 512 Walnut Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309, (515)244-7502. ADVERTISING AND CIRCULATION: 
Connie Wilson Design, 733 19th Street, Des Moines, lowa 50314, (515)280-3068. NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS: When 
changing address, please send address label from recent issue and your new address. Allow six weeks for change of 
address. SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $12 for one year. $2.00 for single issue. Reproduction of this material by any means 
without the permission of the publisher is prohibited. 


MAY/JUNE 1984 3 


Diamond Vogel Paints 
lowa Sales Outlets 
e Ames e Cedar Rapids e Clinton e Davenport e Fort Dodge 
e Marshalltown e Mason City e Newton 
e Sioux City e Spencer 
lowa Manufacturers Locations 
e Burlington e Marshalltown e Orange City 
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Equipment & Furniture Specialists 


e Auditorium Lecture Seating 
e Fire Rated Folding Partitions 
1 or 112 rated (U.L. Approved) 

e Basketball Backstops/Divider Curtains 
e Cabinetry (Science/Home Ec/Art/Music) 
e Library Equipment/Furniture 
e Lockers (Athletic/Corridor) 

* Mobile Storage Shelving 
e Stage Equipment/Lighting 


Ewald, Incorporated 
2720 Douglas Avenue 
Des Moines, lowa 50310 
1-800-652-9514 1-515-277-5997 
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Acrylic Latex Sheen Finishes, like an 
eggshell, appear to be flat when seen 
head on, but take on a low luster 
when viewed from an angle. 


Light Light 
Source Refraction 


85° _Satin Sheen 


Painted Surface 


Diamond Vogel Acrylic Exterior Satin 
Latex House paints provide surface lus- 
ter without glare. The smooth surface, 
resulting from higher vehicle content, 
imparts a sparkle to the surface that 
lasts for years. 
Contact your profes- 
DIAMOND sional Diamond Vogel 
DT VOCE L representative for 
NPAINTS further information. 


1A1083 


for parquet floors 


The warm, natural look of a Teak or Karpawood parquet 
floor is treasured now more than ever before. These two im- 
ports are a delight to those who love the rich-grained beauty 
of wood. 

TEAK is. the ultimate in beauty, elegance and pres- 
tige ... yet, it is very hard and will last for decades. 

KARPAWOOD, known in Thailand as ironwood, is harder 
than oak, and has an extremely low coefficient of expansion. 

Both woods are available from our Chicago warehouse in 
many UNfinished and PREfinished patterns. 

Phone (collect) for free samples, brochures of 80 floor de- 
signs, technical information, prices. Or, write: 


Thailand Teakwood Importers, Inc. 


645 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(312) 337-3938 


(We are Midwest distributors for Bangkok Industries, Inc., Philadelphia) 


KASCOU IAS 


PHOTO SR A 
515 8 


Photographs: 
"Standing Jar with Crown" 
Ceramic, 39" x 18", 1983 


David B. Dahlquist 
Artist in Residence , Des Moines Art Center 


Color separation by Mussetter Graphics Ltd. 


The lowa Architect 
Is Now 
A Regional Publication 


The lowa Architect is mailed, bi-monthly, to 6000 
primary decision makers in the construction 
and design fields in 6 states. 


IOWA 
NEBRASKA 
MISSOURI 
KANSAS 
OKLAHOMA 
WISCONSIN 


Build awareness of your products or services. Adver- 
tise in the lowa Architect. 
Contact: Tom Holtz 
733 19th Street 
Des Moines, lowa 50314 
(515) 280-3068 


IF YOU CAN 
DRAW IT, WE CAN 
BUILD IT 


OFFICE FURNITURE 


CUSTOM FURNITURE 
COMMERCIAL MILLWORK 
STORE FIXTURES 


anfra ll products, inc. 


319 S.W. 5TH AVENUE i] 1102 NORTH 18TH STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50309 JJ] OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 
(515) 244-6647 @ (402) 341-9810 
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YOU MEET 


BY HOW WELL 
YOUR OWN GOALS. 


Defining clear goals is the first step to formulating 


effective investment strategy. 


That's why financial planning is the initial component of 


our Investment Management Service to individuals. 
Working with you and your other financial advisors, 
we inventory your assets and determine just what 
you hope to accomplish with your investments. Then 


and only then do we suggest ways our service can 


enhance your overall return. 


Our professional investment staff continuously monitors 


* 


the effectiveness of your portfolio and suggests ways 


Il assume full 
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to strengthen it. Or if you prefe 
responsibility for managing your investments 


all the details of purchase and sale 
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Member FDIC. 


keeping. 
you'll find 


and record 


Call on us at any time. Whatever your goals 
lowa: 800-362 


we're equal to the challenge. For an appointment, 
call 245-2800. Or phone toll-free from anywhere in 
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“PRODUCTS: 


WHY THE PROS CHOSE 
ELECTRIC FOR 
MEREDITH CORPORATION 


The Pros: Architects — Charles Herbert & 
Associates; Mechanical Engineering Consultant — 
Stevenson & Schilling; General Contractor — 
Neumann Brothers; Mechanical Subcontractor — 
Stroh Corporation; Electrical Subcontractor — 
Baker Electric. 


The Structure: 200,000 sq. ft. corporate head- 
quarters remodeling project in Des Moines. 


Here's what they satd... 


The Architect: "The big problem with any large 
commercial building like this is that it generates 
more heat than it loses. So we must find ways to 
keep heat gain down in summer by decreasing both 
solar gain and the heat generated by lighting. 

«In the winter the people and equipment and lighting 
can pretty well generate enough heat except in 
below-zero weather and except at the perimeter... 
and that's why the heat pump works so well, moving 
that excess heat from the core to the outer offices.” 


Meredith Planning Staff: “One of the advantages of 
this system is that we can be cooling on the sun 
side and using that excess warmth for heating on the 
shady side at the same time, so we can wait much 
later in the fall to start up the boilers. In addition, 
we use half as much fuel, because we pick up heat 
from the lighting and solar effect. 

“An analysis performed by our staff and by our 
consulting engineer indicated that the total owning and 
operating cost for the heat pump system would be less 
than for the other systems we were considering. ” 


The Pros design for the future with electric. 


For more information about costs and ideas 
for efficient heating systems, contact Bill Bloethe, 
Manager, Technical Services, Iowa Power, 
515-281-2395. 
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Johnson Specialty Sales 


PO. Box 2691 
Des Moines, lowa 50315 
Telephone (515)285-2483 
lowa WATS 800-532-1284 
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H NEXT TIME ... ASK glock 
H SPECIFY CORDUROY ۰ 


Let Marquart's new corduroy block 
series add a new dimension to your 


next construction project. The 
block's irregular, rough-textured 


surface provides visual accent to 
either exterior and interior walls. 


Plus, block gives the added bonus 
of natural insulation, durability and 
fire resistance. 
Marquart has 4", 8" and 12" 
wythes in the corduroy series. 
Write today for more information. 


ws We Build a Better Block 


J CONCRETE BLOCK COMPANY 


110 Dunham Place. P. O Box 990 
Waterloo. lowa 50704 (319)-233-8421 
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(515) 244-1133 
PO. Box 8112 
217 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, lowa 50301 
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natural surfaces 


manufacturer’s representative for architectural specialties 
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Portfolio 


Simpson Business/ 

Computer Center 

Savage and Ver Ploeg, Inc., have 
designed a Business/Computer 
Center for Simpson College in 
Indianola. The 21,500 sq. ft., two 
story building provides faculty 
offices, a secretary pool, computer 
labs and lounges on the lower level 
and classrooms, seminar spaces 


and a conference center on the 
second level. A three story skylit 
lobby connects the new structure 
with renovated space in existing 
Hillman Hall. Stone window sills, 
horizontal stone banding and brick 
match the $1.6 million Center with 
Hillman Hall. Construction will begin 
in summer, 1984. 


Sioux City Library Center 
Construction is under way on the 
Hickman Johnson Furrow Library 
Center, prominently centered on 
Sioux City's Morningside College 
Campus. 

R.M.L. Architects, PC. of Sioux 
City designed the center, which is 
an addition and alteration to the 
present facility, and were faced with 
the problem of coordinating with 
the existing prairie style structure. 

The new addition, sculpted into 
the existing landscape, will be 


combined with the existing ground 
floor, which is being extensively 
remodeled. The resulting floor area 
meets the owner's requirement that 
all public functions of the Library/ 
Media Center be located on one 
level at grade. 

The upper two levels of the exist- 
ing building are also being remod- 
eled and will house the Library's 
general collection. 

The $1.8 Million project is sched- 
uled for completion by fall 1984. 


Triangle One Complex — 
Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's 
Medical Center 

To consolidate some widely distrib- 
uted services and to provide better 
facilities for the computer resources, 
Hansen Lind Meyer PC. has 
planned and designed an office 
complex for Rush-Presbyterian- 

St. Luke's in Chicago. The project 
includes a 34,000 square foot, 
one-story building to house the 
Data Center and Graphic Repro- 
ductions, and a 164,000 square 
foot, five-story building which will 


contain offices for a number of 
business related departments. 

The two buildings are placed at 
the southeast corner of the site, 
forming an entrance forecourt 
which relates to the medical cam- 
pus south of the bordering 
expressway. 

Within the new complex, a 
diagonal pedestrian street under 
the transit structure will provide an 
entrance lobby to both buildings 
from the parking lot and from the 
walkway to the medical center. 


lowa Air National Guard Base 
Construction is slated for fall, 1984 
on the Weapons System Security 
Flight Facility serving the lowa Air 
National Guard at Sioux City Air 
Base in Sergeant Bluff, lowa. De- 
signed by FEH Associates, Inc., the 
project establishes a new entry to the 
Air Base and projects an improved 
image to the surrounding residential 
community. Interior spaces are ar- 
ranged to ensure direct observation 
and access to the base entry point 
and to divide daily functions from 
weekend military staffing require- 
ments. The facility relies on passive 
energy retention techniques, turning 
the main building axis 45° to mini- 
mize northwest exposure. Earth 


sheltering reduces the effects of 
extreme winter and summer tem- 
peratures and limits air infiltra- 
tion problems. 
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“You just know you're going to get 
special care at Elliott Beechcraft.” 


“When I call, they make me feel I'm the only customer 
they have that day...no matter how busy they are’ 


Henry L. Reichert. Jr. M.D. 
The Eye Clinic of North Dakota. Bismarck. ND 


Hank Reichert is an enterprising ophthalmologist who uses his airplane 
to travel to his clinics in North and South Dakota and to promote 
his new eye implant nationwide. 

Dr. Reichert originally went to Elliott Beechcraft because of their 
Beech affiliation. (He bought a Bonanza from Elliott in 1980. followed 
by a Baron in 1981 and a Duke in 1982.) He keeps going back to 
Elliott because of their first-class service. 

“I have a lot of respect for the people at Elliott Beechcraft.” 
Dr. Reichert says. “I like the way they treat me...and the way they 
treat my aircraft. You know you're going to get extra special care 

If you think you and your aircraft deserve extra special care, call 
Elliott Beechcraft at one of their convenient locations: 


. (515) 285-6551 in Des Moines 
GE (309) 799-3183 in Moline 


PI ROZA fe (612) 944-1200 in Minneapolis 
Beechcraft (402) 422-6789 in Omaha 


Your Dependable 
source For 


Porcelain Enameled Panels-Pefco 


Space Frames-PG Structures 
Metal Roofing-Zip Rib 
Wood Fibre Decking-Martin Fireproofing 
Facias, Copings and Gravelstops-W.P. Hickman 
Folding Partitions-Emco 
sound Doors-Industrial Acoustics 
Transluscent/Insulated Panels-I-Wall 


SE 


Covic beer inc. 


construction components VALLE Y WEST M ALL 


515/262-8251  319/365-7133 
In lowa 800/362-2786 DES MOINES 
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The GRID Compass computer 
was designed to provide manag- 
ers, executives and other profes- 
sionals with the most advanced 
decision support tool possible, 
and to fit in half a briefcase. 
Weighing about 10 Ibs. and fold- 
ing into a two-inch thick package, 
the GRID Compass is a work of 
high technical art. Created by the 
industrial design group ID-Two in 
Palo Alto, CA, this computer has 
already netted the Industrial 
Design Society of America’s 
“Design Excellence” Award 
(1982), earned a place in the per- 
manent collection of the Museum 
of Modern Art, and was displayed 
in the Philadelphia Museum of 
Modern Art's prestigious “Design 
Since 1945” exhibition. For all the 


The GRiD Compass Computer 


fascination with the Compass’ 
resolution of high tech esthetics 
and crisp black details, the sleek 
magnesium case not only pro- 
vides strength and lightness, but 
dissipates heat so well that 
neither fans nor air vents are 
required. Technologically ad- 
vanced bubble memory functions 
like conventional disk drives 
while consuming a fraction of the 
space. Designed to open and set 
up at the most comfortable view- 
ing angle, the high resolution 
electroluminescent flat panel 
screen presents a full 24 line x 
80 column page of data or graph- 
ics. Like the proverbial genie in 
the bottle, miniaturization has 
enabled GRID to pack great 
power in a small space. 


Kirk von Blunck 
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Check 


Caterpillar Power Systerns 


Out The Economics 


Independent, on-site power can be the economical solu- 
tion to your industrial or commercial needs. And if you 
want economy plus reliability, check out Caterpillar 
engines and power systems from Gibbs/Cook. Cat 
systems are backed by Total Product Support, 
including design, installation, inspection and 
maintenance. Features like 24-hour parts 
availability. And the most modern in- 
shop service and testing facilities in 
the Midwest. 

Economy. Reliability. Service. You get 
all three with Caterpillar Power Systems 
from Gibbs/Cook. Sales and service 
facilities in Des Moines, Mason City, 

Fort Dodge and Postville. 


CG 


YOUR CATERPILLAR DEALER 


GIBBS/ COOK 


...for more than the expected 


104th and Hickman Road, Des Moines. 50322 Phone (515) 270-2800 
Caterpillar, Cat and (B are Trademarks of Caterpillar Tractor Co. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
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Jensen Hall 
of Music 
Luther College 


Decorah, lowa 


The Jensen Hall of Music, designed by 
Minneapolis architects Hammel, Green 
and Abrahamson, consolidates into one 
finely tuned and festive facility Luther 
College's Music Department. Bringing 
together once widely scattered rehearsal 
and recital rooms, student practice rooms, 
studios, classrooms and faculty offices, 
the new hall fully draws upon the rich 
material and cultural references of the 
Decorah area. The red tile roof, lime- 
stone trim and red brick, for example, are 
clearly inspired by the architectural char- 
acteristics of Brand Hall, a student resi- 
dence just to the west, praised by the 
architects as 'the best building on cam- 
pus”. The selection of these materials con- 
tinues a tradition at Luther that long ago 
originated with the digging of clay from 
the hills of the Decorah campus for the 
first brick fired and there laid into place. 
The main entry of Jensen Hall is ori- 
ented to the center of campus and forms 
a portico screened by dense pine and 
oaks from the bitter midwest winds. The 
plan is stretched out from east to west, 
emphasizing a central spine called the 
Street. Designed to model a Norwegian 
street and filled with warming daylight 
from the skylight that parallels its entire 
length, this element enlivens the build- 
ing. Along the student passage, stylized 
gables mark entrances to rehearsal 
rooms, provide enclosure for storage 
lockers and serve simply as wall designs. 
The architects have worked this thor- 
oughfare imagery a step beyond, placing 
the gables to suggest multi-colored row 
houses and effectively employing fixtures 
reminiscent of street lamps as an auxiliary 


lighting system. The street also fulfills the 
more prosaic, if no less important, role of 
ensuring acoustic separation of rehearsal 
and recital spaces from practice rooms 
and studios. 

For all the evident playfulness and 
interest in developing historical allusions, 
HGA has attended carefully to acoustic 
details. Low hanging mechanical ducts 
are placed along the street to prevent 
direct sound transfer. Carpeting (in a 
cobblestone pattern) in hallways further 
dampens and minimizes unwanted sound 
transmission. Seven practice bays with a 
total of 34 rooms are available for student 
use. Each is specifically designed with 
acoustical ceilings and double block 
walls. Rooms for brass and percussion 
rehearsal have double doors for additional 
sound isolation. Split face block is used 
extensively, enabling sound generated 
to be reflected at different angles and 
minimizing troublesome standing waves. 
Administrative offices, located adjacent to 
rehearsal, teaching and practice spaces, 
are constructed upon double floating 
floors with fiberglass insulators to stop 
structure-borne sound transmission to 
these work spaces. 

HGAs adept blending of clear design 
intent and technical proficiency deserves 
special note. With obvious leanings towards 
post-modern aesthetics, the Jensen Hall of 
Music remains a concisely organized and 
immediately comprehensible assemblage 
of diverse elements. Nothing is lost in func- 
tion and much is gained as a place to 
learn of and listen to music. e 
Kirk von Blunck 
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Blades Hall — 
Steffens Arcade 


The original Steffens Hall, built in 
1906. Facing page: Existing chapel seen 
through the new Steffens Arcade. 
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Steffens Hall would have to go. The 
Durrant Group had been doing master 
plan work for the University of Dubuque 
since 1966 and it became clear in recent 
years that Steffens Hall was a problem. 
Built in 1906, the building had housed 
classrooms, a post office, administration 
and offices. But as the university grew the 
56,000 square feet contained in Steffens 
had become inflexible and worn. Cost 
analyses done by the Durrant Group 
showed that renovation costs would be 
prohibitive. 

It was then that the university spon- 
sored a competition to design a replace- 
ment for Steffens. Funds for the project 
would be drawn from a trust fund set up 
by Alta Jane Blades, a benefactor of the 
university. Along with this funding came an 
explicit building program regulating its 
disbursement. The Durrant Group won the 
competition with a design which later 
would receive an lowa Chapter AIA Honor 
Award in 1982. 

The Durrant proposal not only created a 
new building to replace Steffens Hall but 
included an arcade running along the 
north edge of the campus. Using rectified 
photographs of the old hall the architects 


marked out stones that were to be careful- 
ly tagged and saved as the old structure 
was demolished. Later these stones were 
reassembled with new brick to form 
Steffens Arcade. The new Blades Hall 
also contains some stone relics from the 
old building. 

Steffens Arcade and Blades Hall, along 
with a small existing chapel, form a court- 
yard at the northernmost tip of the cam- 
pus. This courtyard in turn spills into the 
large central courtyard which is the major 
space on the campus. The new arcade 
and hall are key elements in defining 
these urban spaces, their size and scale 
relating well to the existing fabric of cam- 
pus buildings. In addition, the faces they 
present to the city of Dubuque define an 
edge and the beginnings of a corner for 
the university. A planned future building 
connects to the other end of Steffens 
Arcade and completes this corner. 

Blades Hall is beautifully simple in its 
organization. The traffic patterns it creates 
allow it to act as both a passage to other 
points on campus and a destination in 
itself. A large chapel, classrooms, seminar 
rooms, and offices are arranged along a 
cruciform circulation plan. Service blocks 
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Left: Chapel in Blades Hall. Facing page: 
Blades Hall and Steffens Arcade. 


containing toilets, stairs, storage rooms, 
and mechanical spaces are interjected 
between the programmed spaces to form 
large brick elements flanking each entry 
on the exterior. An elevator and short stair 
act as a hinge to connect the two halves 
of the split-level plan. 

The exterior of these structures is a 
wonderful conglomeration of old and new. 
Steep gables, rose windows, delicate 
stonework, and clay tile roofs on new 
Blades Hall closely recall the old Steffens. 
The blending of scavenged stone and 
new brick is a delightful method of paying 
homage to the tradition of an old building, 
while satisfying the needs of a changing 
institution. Stone string courses encircle 
the structure vaulting over the main entry 
and break up the pure brick planes. A 
plinth of brick and stone enclosing Blades 
blends well with the arcade and its land- 
scaping to create an attractive border for 
the university. Windows arranged in groups 
of three march steadily across the facade 
of the hall, their slightly arched heads 
providing a nice counterpoint to the angu- 
larity in the rest of the building. 

The interiors of the new hall are very 
well suited to their functions but are much 
more Spartan than the exterior of the 
building suggests. Painted concrete 
block, vinyl tile floors, and gridded acous- 
tical ceilings do not have nearly the im- 
pact of the exterior finishes and forms. 
Had the budget allowed for a more sensi- 
tive treatment of these interior spaces the 
building would be a more memorable 
experience. 

But, in total, the two structures are a 
beautiful addition to a very traditional uni- 
versity. There are no radical departures 
from the existing campus vocabulary of 
materials, scale, or form. The restraint and 
respect exhibited by the architects are 
qualities which could keep the University 
of Dubuque steeped in its tradition for 
some time to come. e 
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Above: lowa State University Mechanical 
Engineering and Engineering Science and 
Mechanics Building. Architect: Charles Her- 
bert & Associates. Budget: $9 million. Com- 
pletion date: Fall 1985. During fiscal year 
1983, 153 contracts were awarded for all of 
the state institutions, amounting to over 
$45 million, $9 million of which was for 


architectural/engineering consulting services. 


The Board of Regents approved 125 new 
projects during 1983. 
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The Campus 
Plan; What Will 
It Look Like? 


We may be reaching the culmination of a 
decade's surge of campus construction. 
Never has the need been greater and 
never in the long history of lowa's state 
universities has capital expenditure been 
greater. But now, campus planners say it 
is time to re-evaluate where we are and 
determine where we will be heading. That 
is exactly what is happening now on all 
three campuses and at the State Board of 
Regents. By this fall, planners hope to 
formulate an entirely new program. 

The law requires that each year the 
Board of Regents must submit, for ap- 
proval by the lowa Legislature, a ten-year 
building program. This year’s program is 
basically an updated version of last year's 
submittal. Biannually, however, the pro- 
gram undergoes more significant 
changes: budget requests for capital 
items are revised; plans for new projects 
are introduced; remodeling estimates 
change; academic programs change; and 
project priorities are re-established. Unfor- 
tunately, no one is willing to speculate at 
this time as to what extent change may 
occur. Whatever the results, it will be an 
arduous and complex process. 


The Campus Planning Process 

In lowa, the campus planning process 
is generally decentralized, contrary to 
many other states. lowa State University, 


the University of lowa and the University 
of Northern lowa each has its own staff of 
architects and planners, and each institu- 
tion develops its own academic program, 
evaluates its own needs for new or re- 
modeled space, establishes budgets, and 
decides what kinds of buildings will be 
incorporated into their own ten-year plan. 

All these decisions are made at the 
university level and are coordinated with 
the other universities through the Inter-. 
Institutional Facilities Planning Committee 
(IIFPC). The State Board of Regents for- 
mulated the IIFPC in an effort to facilitate 
and become more involved with the plan- 
ning process. This committee has a repre- 
sentative from each institution and from 
the Board of Regents’ office. It convenes 
initially to help establish parameters for 
what projects would and would not be 
reasonable to propose. Later, this commit- 
tee will serve to balance competing con- 
cerns and help establish priorities. When 
plans are agreed upon, a composite, ten- 
year program is then presented to the 
Board of Regents for final approval. It is 
then submitted to the Legislature for 
budget approval and appropriations. 

In Conjunction with the physical plan- 
ning process, the State Board of Regents 
also participates in summer academic 
seminars held at each university. Aca- 
demic planning is a continuous process 
and obviously an integral part of planning 
for “brick and mortar” needs. 

Recently, the Board has been reviewing 
its capital procedures and is seeking 
ways in which they can become more 
involved before a budget is formulated. 
Exactly how this is to be accomplished is 
still being developed. As an initial step, 
the Board has authorized its staff to par- 
ticipate in the planning and program 
development for remodeling the Memorial 
Union at the University of lowa. 


The Current Plan 
It is important to note a few factors 
about the current “updated” ten-year 
building program: 
e |t is presently estimated that over $260 
million is needed over the next ten 
years to finance capital expenditures. 


e The 1983 State Legislature authorized 
almost $64 million in academic revenue 
bonds through the period ending June 
30, 1985. 


The Board of Regents has reduced in- 
stitutional capital requests by almost 
$200 million until a new program is 
formulated. 


e Current “new building” capital programs 
for 1983-85 total $55 million, while only 
an additional $10 million is planned for 
the 1985-93 period. 


e “Remodeling” estimated costs are only 
$5.6 million for the 1983-85 period, but 
the 1985-93 needs exceed $94 million! 


e Current utility needs are over $7 million; 
however, future requirements are more 
than $55 million! 


e The future statewide energy manage- 
ment program totals approximately $30 
million. 


e Enrollment at the three universities has 
jumped to over 66,000. At the University 
of Northern lowa, enrollment has tripled 
since the 19605. 


e Enrollment is expected to rise to nearly 
68,000 in 1985 and then drop to ap- 
proximately 57,000 by 1993. 


e Total inventory of building space at all 
institutions is almost 25 million gross 
square feet, with over 900,000 gross 
square feet now under construction. 


Current plans indicate that future re- 
modeling and utility needs are a first prior- 
ity. During the past several years, expen- 
ditures for building repairs and equipment 
have been cut back to avoid a reduction 
in spending for personnel. For example, 
boilers at the University of lowa and lowa 
State University have exceeded their usual 
life twice over, but replacement financing 
has not yet been secured. The Board of 
Regents and the universities have ex- 
pressed concern regarding this deferred 
maintenance. They also fear that further 
allocations may drop significantly by 1986. 

Both the State Legislature and Governor 
Branstad have expressed some resis- 
tance to increasing the present $64 million 
bonding limit in the near future. The sale 
of academic revenue bonds currently fi- 
nances construction of major new build- 
ings, while other projects are financed 
through general appropriations and build- 
ing repair monies. Hopefully, as in the 
past, the lawmakers will respond to the 
institutional needs so that the quality of 
education and architecture on campus will 
not diminish. @ William Anderson 
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Above: (top) University of lowa Fieldhouse 
remodeling drawings. Architect: Bussard/ 
Dikis Associates Ltd. Budget: $5 million. 
(center) University of Northern lowa Commu- 
nication Arts Center, currently under 
construction. Architect: Bussard/Dikis 


Associates Ltd. Budget: $7.2 million. Completion: 


Spring 1985 (bottom) lowa State University 


Agronomy Building addition. Architect: 


Bussard/Dikis Associates Ltd. Budget: $23 


million. Completion date: August 1986 
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Above: The interior of the new library addi- 
tion. Facing page: Details from the existing 
building featuring murals by Grant Wood. 
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lowa State 
University Library: 
An Evolving Facility 


As with any university, the library at lowa 
State University in Ames is the academic 
center. And as the University grows, so 
must the Library, both in its size and its 
capabilities. Organizing and coordinating 
this growth is important. Five years ago 
lowa State commissioned the firm of 
Charles Herbert and Associates to work 
with tnem in creating a master plan for 
expansion and remodeling. 

The master plan was prepared to be 
executed in two phases. Phase One 
would be an addition providing almost 
100,000 square feet of much needed 


space. Phase Two would involve remodel- 
ing of the existing building to conform with 
applicable building codes and to meet 
current standards for energy consumption 
and climate control. New changes in 
library technology and automated biblio- 
graphic retrieval were envisioned as pres- 
ent and future needs. This remodeling 


° would also develop a consistent architec- 


tural quality for the entire facility. 

The Phase One addition, completed in 
the summer of 1983 and opened to the 
public the following winter, was sited to 
the south of the existing building to pro- 
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Right: Phase two, the remodeling of the orig- 
inal building, will include (top) a new service 


counter for the reserve reading room and 
(bottom) a new service counter for the peri- 
odical room. Facing page: The new addition 
exterior, a successful blending of old and 
new. 


vide a terminus to a major campus mall 
where other campus buildings of similar 
scale were located. A secondary mall was 
developed to the east as a passive view 
space where large existing trees were 
used to contain and focus an interior 
atrium. The first floor contains the public 
service functions and a diagonal circula- 
tion linkage that reactivates the original 
building as an integral part of the library. 
The first floor also serves as the base of 
an atrium used as the primary orientation 
space, circulation space and passive view 
for study areas surrounding the four story 
atrium. The in-grade ground floor contains 
the media functions and long term stor- 
age. The second floor houses the techni- 
cal services and student study areas. The 
third floor provides study space and the 
administrative suite for the dean. The 
fourth floor is used exclusively for special 
collections and the mechanical system. 
Phase Two of the master plan, which 
has just begun construction, involves 
remodeling the existing building. This 
remodeling is concerned with the original 
1925 building and two additions in the 
1960's that include the general collection 
and the public service functions of reserve 
reading and periodical reading room. Also 
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the microtext collection, government pub- 
lications, library instruction and the map 
room will be relocated during this seven 
stage remodeling process that will occur 
over a two year period. 

The last addition (1983) set up patron 
circulation to the remainder of the buiiding 
via an atrium space. Direct routes from a 
single entrance radiate to the original 
building, where the periodical room and 
reserve room are located. Patrons can 
circulate through what has been termed 
the Grant Wood Lobby and its regionally 
inspired mural. The mural, painted under 
the direct supervision of Grant Wood as a 
WPA project, depicts the theme “when till- 
age begins, other arts follow.” The ornate 
plaster moldings that are classic revival in 
detail will be enhanced by color to reinter- 
pret the subtle layering of surface orna- 
ment. Also, new service counters will be 
built that are scaled and detailed to coin- 
cide with the high ceilings and wood trim 
of these spaces. 

Since the envelope and structure of the 
1960's portion are to remain as is, the 
architectural concept was to create new 
spaces within the existing space or “build- 
ings within a building.” This idea was par- 
ticularly suitable for the microtext and 


library instruction functions which needed 
to be isolated for security and lighting 
level changes. The faculty studies were 
treated in a similar fashion within the gen- 
eral collection space. The 1960's addition 
spaces will receive new ceilings, lighting, 
carpeting and paint. 

Patron study areas are designed to 
create a different atmosphere than the 
general collection spaces by a ceiling 
plane that employs a coffering system 
with suspended lighting. The color hues 
that were found in the Grant Wood mural 
will be extended to the 1960's areas. The 
colors will be used in a way that depicts 
various planes of wall surfaces as enclo- 
sure, since they are without ornament. 

Future plans for computerization of 
library services are forseen with extensive 
use of computer conduit throughout the 
original building and the 1960’s addition. 

Once the current remodeling is com- 
pleted, the lowa State library will present 
an image of unity between the tradition of 
its architectural past and the promise of 
its technological future, unti! another 
phase of evolution is required. e 
Richard Roseland and J. Mark Schmiat 
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Brad Patten Social Structure 


Davenport’s Civic 
Activities Center 
Has Human Values 


Above and right: The glass-enclosed lobby, Roman Scholtz likes to relate to the 
the building’s centerpiece, ties the exhibition living world. To people. To nature. To 
area to the Blackhawk Hotel and overlooks the community. 

the Mississippi River. “I'm an individualist, but I'm also a 


socially-oriented individual,” he admits. 
He also likes to design buildings — 

brick and steel and glass — that relate to 
the living world. To people. To nature. To 
the community. 

Sound impossible? 

Well, take a look at Scholtz's latest 
effort, Davenport's new Civic Activities 
Center, and you might change your mind. 
The $5 million project, designed by 
Scholtz and his firm, Scholtz-Kuehn & 
Associates of Davenport, held its grand 
opening in December and already has 
established itself as a vital new symbol for 
downtown Davenport. The centerpiece of 
an entertainment, convention, and hotel 
complex known as “Superblock,” all 
30,000 square feet of the building’s pro- 
gram space are designed to relate to the 
living world. 

“Buildings arent that much different 
from human beings,” explains Scholtz. 

“A building that sits off by itself doesn't 
have much to share. Our building had an 
opportunity to share.” 

“Even though it has large spaces,” 
Scholtz says, “it still has to relate to the 
human being, who will walk through it, sit 
through meetings in it, relax in its foyer, 
and so on.” 

All buildings, of course, are designed 
for use by human beings. But the Civic 
Activities Center seems to facilitate human 
contact. Major walkways, for example, are 
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lined with large windows, permitting an 
unobstructed view of street life. 

"We put up a solid wall if we want to 
create a barrier," Scholtz explains. "We 
put up a glass wall if we want to have 
visual relationships at least." 

Most walkways have lounges, too; 
places to rest for a moment, chat with 
a friend, or practice some good old- 
fashioned people watching. 

“You get to see people close up," says 
the Czechoslovakian-born architect who 
decries how the American emphasis on 
the automobile has created distance be- 
tween people. "There is a human commu- 
nication going on." 

The building also had to share with 
nature. For Scholtz, that meant capitalizing 
on Davenport's greatest natural resource 
— the Mississippi River. 

"The only thing that this downtown has 
going for it is the fact that we have a river 
there," he says. "It's as important as the 
Taj Mahal for some people. People want to 
see what it looks like. Well, let's give them 
the opportunity." 

The opportunity comes from the Cen- 
ter's glass-enclosed lobby. Built atop 
Perry Street, the view of the river, just 
three blocks away, is unobstructed. 

^A river is a living thing," Scholtz says. 
"We can relate better to a living thing than 
a brick wall because we are living things. 
A tree is a living thing." 

Indeed, one of the pleasures of the 
Civic Activities Center lobby is its garden 
atmosphere. During the day, sunlight 
shines through its arching skylights, infus- 
ing life into an array of "living" plants and 
trees all around the lobby. 

Since the Center was part of an effort to 
revitalize Davenport's downtown, the build- 
ing had to share with the downtown com- 
munity. The task, then, was to integrate the 
Center's design with its two prominent 
"Superblock" neighbors, the 69-year-old 
Blackhawk Hotel to the east and the 
Orpheum Theater, lowa's largest, to the 
west. On the exterior, the problem was to 
integrate the color and scale of the three 
buildings. A long search solved the color 
problem, netting an exterior brick with col- 
ors that blend nicely with both neighboring 
buildings. Integrating the scale of the three 
buildings was more complex. The problem: 
both neighboring buildings have 1 1 stories; 
the Civic Activities Center has just two. In 


Above: A second-story hallway acts as an 
overflow lobby for the Orpheum Theatre. The 
center was designed to accommodate hun- 
dreds of people walking from the Blackhawk 
to the 2700-seat theatre, the largest in lowa. 
Facing page: (top left and right) "The most 
important things that needed to be inte- 
grated were the Blackhawk Hotel and the 
Orpheum Theatre," says Scholtz. (bottom) 
The glass enclosure enables real plants and 
trees to grow in the lobby. "It softens things," 
says Scholtz. "It gets us away from the cold- 
ness of just glass and brick and stone." 


addition, since the Center is a municipal 
structure, Scholtz explains, "it has to have 
Some presence." The solution: wide spaces 
between heavy vertical lines in the Center's 
facade. The result: a monumental image. At 
street level, the building gives the illusion of 
being much taller than its two stories. 

Inside, much was done to integrate the 
traffic patterns of the three buildings. The 
Center acts as an overflow lobby, both 
upstairs and downstairs, for the Orpheum. It 
also acts as a passage way from the hotel. 

Esthetically, too, the modern design of 
the center blends with the two landmarks. 
The Perry Street facade of the Blackhawk 
Hotel, for example, was left intact and 
incorporated into the Center lobby and the 
marquee-style lights above the Center box 
office, which serves the Orpheum Theater, 
blend nicely with the art deco style of the 
53-year-old movie palace. 

"A building reflects a small part of the 
architect's philosophy," Scholtz says. "It 
also reflects the city in which it is built, its 
people and geography." 

That being the case, we could all learn 
a lesson in social organization from Roman 
Scholtz and the people of Davenport. 
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Photographs by Joel Stasser 
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Recent years have seen the successful 
completion of a number of remarkable 
structures in what is arguably a new build- 
ing type. Visitor and tourist orientation 
centers from Richard Meier's Athaneum in 
New Harmony, Indiana to |. M. Pei's JFK 
Library along the Charles River south of 
Boston have attracted almost as much 
attention (or notoriety) for their architec- 
tural presence as their informational con- 
tent. Yet, whatever the arguments about 
misplaced emphasis between form and 
function, both buildings have doubtlessly 
contributed in a significant way to the vast 
and growing numbers of people drawn 
through their doors each year. And that, 
after all, is what they hope to do. 

A more modest structure, though no 
less successful as architecture or a visitor 
attraction, is that designed by Neil Astle 
Associates for the Desoto Wildlife Refuge 
near Missouri Valley in Harrison County. It 
is a suitably large, environmentally har- 
monious concrete structure for a 7,800 
acre wildlife refuge that stretches practi- 
cally unnoticed across the Missouri River 
between Nebraska and lowa. Designated 
the Desoto Visitor Center, it was estab- 
lished as an educational instrument for 
understanding the region's life sustaining 
river ecology. It also serves as a display 
and study center for a fascinating and 
culturally important archeological dis- 
covery — the wreck of the steamboat 
Bertrand, which sank in 1865. It is these 
instructive and informational objectives 
that are so clearly served by the work of 
Astle and Associates. 


The $5 million center is reached by a long 
and languid entrance drive past woods and 
marsh that offers convenient scenic rests. 
Visitors are immediately introduced to the 
same thoughtful sequencing of exterior 
views and events that so enliven the interior 
of the Center itself. If there is any disap- 
pointment here, it is the immediate entry. 
The architects’ efforts to scale down and 
“fit” the building into its surroundings with 
earth berms and a low entry arcade are too 
reminiscent of the institutional and undistin- 
guished traveler rest stops that repetitiously 
line Interstate 80. 

Once inside, however, that impression is 
forgotten, and visitors are invited to pro- 
ceed along a carefully executed course. 
From the lobby, views of Lake Desoto and 
beyond to the Missouri River intermingle 
with exhibits framing the artifacts gleaned 
from the steamship Bertrand. A more thor- 
ough introduction to the relationship 
between man and the river ecology that 
shaped the growth of the Midwest is re- 
peated regularly in the film theater, a simple 
amphitheater with carpeted seating tiers. 

Major exhibition space is provided in 
two large, adjacent galleries that unfold 
beyond the film theater. One accommo- 
dates an ever changing array of exhibits 
explaining the river's exploration, settle- 
ment and exploitation. The other, the 
“cargo gallery” preserves the priceless 
remnants rescued from the hold of the 
Bertrand after 100 years buried in sand. 
Past these galleries, the Center culminates 
in a viewing gallery that steps down and 
projects almost to the water’s edge. At the 
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Below: (top) The interior display area. (cen- 
ter) The film theatre, a simple ampitheatre 
with carpeted seating tiers. (bottom) Allan 
Montgomery, Collection Manager for the ref- 
uge, examines one of the 240 felt and fur 
hats stored and exhibited in the Cargo Gal- 
lery. The themes of the Center's displays are 
intended to show the positive and negative 
impact that man has had on the Missouri 
River Basin. Right: The viewing gallery. 


Photograph by Joan Liffring Zug 
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Project 
Desoto Visitor Center, Desoto National 
Wildlife Refuge, lowa and Nebraska 


Owner 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and 
Wildlife Service 


Architect 
Neil Astle Associates, Omaha 


peak migration season, thousands of 
geese and ducks can be surreptitiously 
watched resting below. November alone 
brings about 200,000 Snow and Blue 
Geese to the safety of this preserve. 

In the viewing gallery, large panels of 
insulated glass infill the simple, exposed 
wood structural members that form both 
vertical mullions and skylight rafters. The 
generous use of wood and the tall raised 
concrete piers combine to effectively sug- 
gest images of projecting lakeside docks 
and peaceful summer cabins. Used on the 
exterior to mitigate the effects of grey 
concrete, wood is consistently repeated 
as interior ceiling finish, light baffles, 
furnishings and a backdrop for informa- 
tional displays. 

The large glass areas to the south act as 
solar collectors during the winter months. In 
summer, the Visitor Center is cooled with 


Engineers 

KKBNA, Inc. (structural) 

Ray Alvine Associates (mechanical and 
electrical) 


Interpretive Design Consultant 
Consortium West 


General Contractor 
Leuder Construction 


water recirculated from Lake Desoto. Earth 
berms are extensively used at the north to 
insulate against bitter winter temperatures 
and temper the harsh Midwest winds. 
Administrative offices, small study laborato- 
ries and a reference library surround the 
two main galleries along north and west 
exposures. The architects have worked 
hard to make the building both energy 
efficient and visually accessible to the stun- 
ning views into its surroundings. 

Astle Associates’ modest structure for 
this purpose and this site could hardly be 
more appropriate. That it is equally suc- 
cessful as its more flamboyant cousins in 
Boston and New Harmony is affirmed by 
both the pleasure it gives its visitors and 
the current projection that it will have wel- 
comed nearly a million of those visitors by 
the year 2000. e Kirk von Blunck 
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| New Solid Color Collection 

| Wilsonart's award-winning Color 

Quest line, an evolving collection of 

| 80 solid color decorative laminates, 

| is expanding in 1984 to include 28 
sophisticated new colors. 

New Color Quest colors include 
a selection of soft pastels in the 
pink, blue and green range, as well 
as popular new muted neutrals in 
the almond and grey range. Colors 
shown above are (clockwise from 
upper right: 1 Column, Rosedust, 
RoseBuff; 2 Molding, Cameo, 
| Raincloud, Polished Natural Alumi- 
num; 3 Curved table, Rosedust; 
and 4 Console table, top, Chiffon, 
bottom, Canary.) 

All 80 Color Quest solid colors 
are available in three optional 
finishes, a high-gloss, a matte tex- 
ture and an embossed grid pattern, 
| as well as in several surfacing 


grades suitable for horizontal, verti- 
| cal or post-formed applications. 


Integrated Voice-Data 
Communications System 
Telenova, Inc., has introduced the 
first integrated telephone/computer 
communications system that meets 
the needs of a market consisting of 
more than 1.4 million businesses 
and facilities with 10 to 100 users. 
Called the TELENOVA™ 1 system, 
this new compact communications 
package has been engineered to 
bring sophisticated office automa- 
tion to architectural firms. Voice and 
data communications are carried 
over standard two-pair telephone 
lines, providing such information as 
messages, directory and computer 
access. The system replaces sepa- 
rate cables and lines installed for 
computers and telephones. 
Specifically designed for non- 
technical personnel, the flexibility of 
the TELENOVA 1 allows users to 
design local area network capabili- 
ties tailored to meet their office auto- 
mation needs. New equipment, 
including standard telephones, word 
processors, personal computers, 
data terminals, large mainframes 
and printers from any vendor can be 
added or rearranged with ease. 
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Design Citation 

Bussard/Dikis Associates, Ltd. 
recently received a citation from 
American School and University 
magazine for the design of Aliber 
Hall, Drake University's College of 
Business Administration Building. 
The jury commented that "simplicity 
of the plan and elegance of detail- 
ing are the essences of the build- 
ing." It was one of nine projects 
cited by the jury among the 79 
featured in the November Architec- 
tural Portfolio issue. 

Aliber Hall had previously been 
selected for display in the 1983 
Exhibition of School Architecture by 
the American Association of School 
Administrators and the American 
Institute of Architects. 


Is This Regionalism? 

Architect Cesar Pelli likens the 75- 
story limestone and concrete spire 
he has been selected to design 
near downtown Indianapolis, In- 
diana to the once ridiculed, now 
beloved, steel tower in Paris built 
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by Eiffel. The local White River Park 
Commission contracted Pelli, who 
designed the American Embassy in 
Tokyo and the glass enclosed Win- 
ter Garden at Niagara Falls, as ar- 
chitect for the $15 million tower, 
and officials say only a lack of 
money can stop it. Still, some local 
citizens want to halt the project, 
which would be the tallest structure 
in town, and have labeled it the 
Awful Tower. Indianapolis Architect, 
Don Perry, says many of his col- 
leagues share his distaste for the 
tower, calling it "an East Coast ar- 
chitect's view of this area as sym- 
bolized by a giant corncob with all 
the grains gone." And Ann Stack, 
board president of Arts Insights, an 
Indiana arts magazine, fears the 
tower will divide the focal point of 
the city, which now is Monument 
Circle. Pelli's calm response? “| 
cannot make everybody like every- 
thing." He predicted, "It will be one 
of those things you must go and 
see sometime in your life." 
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Journal 


Design Book Review 

How to stay abreast of new develop- 
ments in the architecture and design 
fields? Design Book Review, a new 
quarterly publication, provides 
80-100 descriptive and critical 
reviews of newly published books, 
embracing history, designers and 
contemporary design, regional and 
vernacular architecture, interiors, 
cities, landscape, professional 
reading, environmental psychology, 
and energy. The reviews are written 
by specialists in the particular 
subject area. 

The Spring 1984 issue features a 
review of Jefferson's Monticello by 
James Ackerman; of Esther McCoy's 
new book, The Second Generation, 
by Alson Clark; a combined review 
of books on single-family house de- 
sign, by Dan Gregory; a review of 
Richard Longstreth's On the Edge of 
the World: Four Architects in San 
Francisco, by Esther McCoy, a re- 
view of Coastal Design by John 
Rutherford; a survey by Harvey 
Bryan of books on daylighting, and a 
review by Richard Guy Wilson of 
Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue. 


4 To order ($3.50 a copy, $12 a 


year) write to 1414 Spring Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94708, or telephone 
(415) 486-1956. 


First lowa Arts Celebration 
October 18-20 have been set as 
the dates for the third state wide 
lowa Arts Caucus, to be held in 
conjunction with “lowa Arts Month”, 
designated October 1984 by Gov- 
ernor Branstad. Local arts councils 
and arts organizations are en- 
couraged to help make October a 
month for celebration of the arts by 
scheduling local performances, ex- 
hibitions, readings and other art re- 
lated events. Highlighting October 
Arts Month will be the third biennial 
lowa Arts Caucus, to be held at the 
Des Moines Civic Center. As in the 
past, the caucus will feature con- 
stituency hearings, self-help skill 
building sessions, major conference 
presentations and social events. 
Acting as local host for the caucus 
will be the Des Moines Ballet, 
which will perform at the Civic Cen- 
ter Saturday evening, October 20. 


Terrace Hill 

The carriage house at Terrace Hill 
should be converted into an orien- 
tation center for visitors to the gov- 
ernor's mansion, the Terrace Hill 
Authority has decided. Now that the 
restoration of Terrace Hill is nearing 
completion, the authority's priority is 
creating a center to brief visitors 
pefore they tour the three-story 
mansion. The visitor center would 
be on the ground floor of the Victo- 


Iowa Architect 


DON'T MISS AN ISSUE! 


You can receive the lowa Architect 
for only $12.00 a year. Enjoy it yourself or 
give a subscription to a client or friend. 


rian carriage house. The stable in 
the basement would be converted 
into a maintenance and repair 
shop, and the attic would be trans- 
formed into storage space — a 
scarce commodity in Terrace Hill 
itself. John Wetherall, of Wagner, 
Marquart, Wetherall, Ericsson Ar- 
chitects, estimated the project will 
cost about $350,000. 
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if: all I need is 
four walls 
and a roof?” 


“It's not a big project,” the Architects are 
argument goes. So let's not make it assumption-busters. 
A Muti complicated than it has Walls, sites, ea , inevitable" 
costs and delays— all of your 


With these words, architects are assumptions about traditional 


shut out from the job they do best. construction come under attack. 
Architects are trained And as you collaborate, you may 
un-complicators. find your assumptions about 


Architects are simplifiers, trained t A that they're slow,or 
to help you separate what you truly spendthrifts,or impractical dreamers) 


need from what you think you need. being shatter ed, too. 


Together, you and your architect Talk to an architect about your 
e discoveries you might never next project. 
make by yourself. Send this coupon for a free 
You may discover (as a North brochure, “You and Your Archi- 
Carolina bank did) that 4 walls are one tect,” or for details on architectural 
wall too many. firms in your area. 


You may discover (as a Kentucky 

company did) that those two Ba 12 alu Śr, Der Moines Lona S00 
ou re assuming you need should really 

ie one buildi ng. ] [ Please send me a copy of your free brochure, “You and Your Architect”, 


Or you nes find that that steep C Please send me information on architectural firms in my area. 
(and Ad Pu is actually better suited | Nan. 

to your building's function than that Ra 

flat (and Sy one. Adis 
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